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Moving Right Along!

Sometimes the period after the holidays ends provides us with a small window of respite, but that has not been 
the case for Hoosier Hills Food Bank in 2019! In January, we distributed 376,585 pounds of food – a 7% in-
crease over last January! 

We also hosted the traditional Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service and about 70 volunteers helped with a 
variety of tasks around the warehouse including packing senior food boxes and repacking pasta and potatoes.  
We followed that up with the planning and implementation for the 25th Anniversary Soup Bowl Benefit, which 
is highlighted inside.

There have also been a few challenges so far this year – both man-made and natural.  The extreme cold weather 
caused us to keep trucks and drivers off the road on the worst day of the polar vortex, but we did remain open 
for those agencies willing to brave the cold.  Unfortunately, diesel trucks don’t like to start in ridiculously cold 
conditions and it’s not really safe for people to be out for extended period of time.  It was difficult, but we also 
managed to crank out our pick-ups, deliveries and programs during the torrential flood conditions the follow-
ing week.

And while we appear to have avoided significant consequences from it, the federal government shutdown 
caused a great deal of concern and required extra planning.  It wasn’t widespread, but some agencies did report 
seeing new clients who were furloughed from federal service.  And the disruption in distribution of SNAP 
benefits caused confusion and concern that we may still see a temporary increase in clients.  HHFB responded 
to numerous media and government inquiries and we engaged in planning with our partner agencies and local 
and national funding partners to prepare a response. 

We’re also working on preparing our 2018 Annual Report and planning the Annual Meeting where it will be 
released.  This should be an exciting and fun event and we hope you’ll join us! 

Join us!
Hoosier Hills Food Bank Annual Meeting Lunch
Friday, March 22, 2019 11:30 - 1pm

RSVP to julio@hhfoodbank.org or 812-334-8374 
by 3/15 only if attending
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Planned Giving
Are you interested in making a lasting impact? Consider including 

Hoosier Hills Food Bank in your will or estate planning. 

Email office@hhfoodbank.org for more information. 

HHFB TO DISTRIBUTE EXTRA FOOD TO HELP WITH “SNAP GAP”

 Thanks largely to funding support from Feeding America and United Way of Monroe County, Hoosier 
Hills Food Bank is making a food purchase that will be shared among partner agencies and programs in six 

counties to help with any increases in clients affected by the recent government shutdown.

 Because the government was closed, benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) for February were distributed early, in late January.  The temporary and final agreements to reopen the 
government funded future SNAP benefits but still left the distribution schedule disrupted.  February benefits 
were released early and March benefits are being released in two payments.  Hunger relief agencies fear this 
disruption will cause a “SNAP Gap” in late February or March when clients may look to food pantries for 

assistance. 

 United Way of Monroe County was recently awarded funds from a national coalition offering assistance 
to communities impacted by the recent federal government shutdown. These funds, along with local dollars, 
will supplement member agency HHFB’s efforts to address the “SNAP Gap” in the region.  They will be 
combined with funds received through Feeding America, HHFB’s national partner which were raised from 

national donors for the purpose of addressing hunger-related impacts of the recent shutdown.

 The food bank will work with partners in the six counties it serves that have agreed they would be 
willing to assist more clients if needed.  It will spend about $17,000 to purchase approximately 27,600 pounds 
of staple foods – Beef Stew, Green Beans, Peanut Butter, Macaroni & Cheese, and Rice, supplementing the 
$15,636 in grants from Feeding America and United Way with some of its own purchasing dollars to assist 11 

programs. 

“We’re very grateful to Feeding America, United Way of Monroe County and their donors for making this 
supplemental food purchase possible,” said Executive Director and CEO Julio Alonso. “It will provide the 
equivalent of about 23,000 meals and definitely helps at a difficult time. But I feel compelled to remind everyone 
that even this generous opportunity results in only a bit more than one meal per SNAP recipient in our service 
area, and that every day we’re open we distribute the equivalent of over 1 6,000 meals to our partners.  The 
non-profit food network is already doing the best we can and our leaders have to realize the importance of 

these vital food and nutrition programs and the folly of disrupting them.”

Join Us!
Thank you to all food and food drive donors who helped make 2018 
Succesful. Please join us at our Annual Meeting to hear about our 
Grand Slam Year and our future plans.

When: Friday, March 22, 2019
 11:30 - 1pm
Where: 2333 W Industrial Park Dr.
RSVP: julio@hhfoodbank.org or
 812-334-8374
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MLK Day of Service
Thank you so much to the volunteers that braved the elements to come help 
us honor Martin Luther King Jr. In total we had 68 volunteers perform 105 
volunteer hours for us bagging up pasta and packing CSFP boxes!

Volunteers came from:
Bloomington High School North

IU SPH LLC
IU Civic Leaders Center

Indiana University School of Public and Environmental Affairs (SPEA)
& some individuals too!

Your efforts helped us feed a lot of people!

Soup Bowl 2019
The 25th annual Soup Bowl Benefit, held at the Monroe Convention Center on Sunday 
February 17th, was an incredible success. An enormous thank you goes out to all the 
sponsors, restaurants, committee members, volunteers, potters, musicians, donors 
and attendees that made it possible! We are honored to host the Soup Bowl each year 
as this wonderful tradition brings together the generous Bloomington community. 
Together, before expenses, we raised over $147,000 to support HHFB.
Thanks for all your support, and we hope to see you next year!
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Sponsors:

Benefactor: Jenny Bass & Michael Hamburger, Bloomington Iron & Metal, 
Inc., Carmin Parker, Fred and Beth Cate, Johnson and Bohrer Clendening, Dan 
& Debi Conkle, Ferguson Law, Hamilton Lugar School of International Studies, 

ISU The May Agency, Laura Haley and Dan Taylor, IU School of Informatics, 
Computing and Engineering, Judy Klein and Malcolm Dalglish, David and 

Martha Moore, Secretly Group, TASUS, Susan Williams, Woodforest National 
Bank, World Wide Automotive Service

Patron: A. James Barnes and Sarah Jane Hughes, Bunger and Robertson LLP, 
Deer Park Management, Gallagher Realty, John Hamilton and Dawn Johnsen, 
Hoosier Energy, Kritzer Insurance, Mann Plumbing/MPI Solar, Sylvia McNair, 

Old National Bank, Jeff and Janet Stake, Stumpner’s Building Services, Robling 
Law, Jeff and Janet Stake, Stumpner’s Building Services, The Eye Center of 

Southern Indiana, Marcia Veldman and Bryan Berkely, Vibe Yoga

Donor: Fred Aman Hannah Buxbaum, First Insurance Group, Lucy and 
Rob Fischman, Phillipa Guthrie and Alex Tanford, Kiwanis Club of South 

Central Indiana, Thomas Kuhn, Lahn Law, Clay Miller, Mutual Bank, National 
Association of Letter Carriers Branch 828, Austen and Leslie Parrish, Carolyn 
Walters, Todd Whitlock DDS, Jeff and Legene White, Women’s Alliance of the 

UU Church, Jeff Wuslich, Aviva Orenstein

Laurel Adams 
Julio Alonso

Jennifer Bass
Jake Bruner

Karen Green Stone
Gail Hale

Suzanne Halvorsen
Michael Hamburger
Michelle Henderson

Judy Klein
Robert Meitus

Carrie Newcomer
Carol Seaman

Rob Stone
Dan Taylor

Marcia Veldman
Licia Weber

Soup Bowl Benefit Planning Committee
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Potters: 
Pat Anderson, Scott Barton, Judy Bee, Laurel Bender, Anne Beyer, Jocelyn Bowie, Jackie Brown, Kris Busch, Hana Cleveland, Ruth Conway, Eileen Crain, 

Isabelle Darcy, Emily Daughtery, Cindy Duffy, Lynn, Dulong-Ulery, Adam Egenolf, Leora Gal, Karen Green Stone, Libby Gwynn, Heather Haddad, Jim 
Halvorson, Thomas Harris, Kim Heiderich-Watson, Ruth Hickman, Andrew Huddleston, Chizuko Johnson, Judy Klein, Rebecca Lowery, Barb Lund, Lyomi 
Macy, Megan Mellin, Beth Mills, Casy Muyskens-Toth, Marcy Neiditz, Connie Nelson-Laird, Milton Nolin, Susy O’Donnell, Jenny Powell, Peggy Rees-Krebs, 

Walt Schmidt, Baria Smith, Susan Snyder, Cindy Stone, Sara Vaughn, Katie Young, Tom Zeta

Restaurants: 
Anatolia, Anyetsang’s Little Tibet,  Bear’s Place, Big Woods Bloomington, Bloomingfoods Market & Deli, Brother’s Bar & Grill, Butch’s Grillacatessen & 

Eatzeria, Cardinal Spirits, Community Kitchen, Crazy Horse, IU Catering, Darn Good Soup, Dats Cajun Creole Café, FARM Bloomington, Feast Bakery Café, 
Falafel’s Middle Eastern Grill, Function Brewery,  Grazie Italiano, Hive, Hoosier Room, Juannita’s, Laughing Planet, Lennie’s, Malibu Grill, Mother Bear’s, 

Michael’s Uptown Café, Nick’s English Hut, Oona Eatery, Osteria RAGO, Runcible Spoon, Rush Hour Station, Samira, Scotty’s Brewouse, Siam House, Social 
Cantina, Sweet Grass Restaurant, Taste of India, Terry’s Banquets & Catering, The Irish Lion, The Keep, The Roost, The Tap, Trojan Horse, The Village Deli, 

Turkaz Café, Upland Brewing Co.

Bread and Cookies: 
Aver’s Pizza, Baked! of Btown, Bloomington Bagel Co., Fresh Thyme Farmer’s Market-West, Kilroy’s, IU Catering Lucky’s Market, Rainbow Bakery, Two 

Sticks Bakery

Beer, Wine and Coffee:  
Oliver’s Winery, Upland Brewing Co., Soma Coffeehouse

Thank you to our 2019 Corporate 
Sponsors for making this event possible.

Eleanor Cook

Yvonne Cripps

Monet, Miri, Rey, Esme & Ellis

Regina & Don Moore

Glenda & Patrick Murray

Tim & Young Ae Tresslar



Hoosier Hills Food Bank
P.O. Box 697
Bloomington, IN 47402

Email: hhfb@hhfoodbank.org
Phone: 812.334.8374
Fax: 812.334.8377

www.hhfoodbank.org

Return Service Requested

Our Mission:
Hoosier Hills Food Bank collects, stores, 
and distributes nutritious food products 

to nonprofit organizations, which provide 
free feeding programs that serve both ill 

and needy families and individuals.

If you receive two copies, please pass one on to a friend or notify the Hoosier Hills Food Bank. 
If you would like to be removed from our list, your request will be promptly honored

Taking the Hunger out of Poverty

Board of Directors:
Chuck Cooksey, Maurice Garnier, Chris Gray, Nita Horrar, Nancy Kaster, George Huntington, Jessica 

McClellan, Trina Mescher, Adrian Reid, Margie Rice, Kevin Robling, Tom Ruemler, Scott Shackleford, 
Everett Southern

Staff:
Julio Alonso,Kezia Berry-Scherer,Willis Bruce, Jake Bruner, Erin Hollinden, Courtney Drescher, Michael 
Etter, Laura Gambrel, Ryan Jochim, Dylan Jones, Tiara Mackins, Ben Mescher, Donn Middleton, Casey 

Steury, Sara Swan,Dan Taylor, Saleem Tucker, Teddy Wallace, Laura Wang, Brad Williams, 

Kroger Community Rewards Program

Shop at Kroger? Sign up today and part of your spending 
will come back to Hoosier Hills Food Bank! Just register 

your Kroger Plus card at the website below and  Kroger will 
donate 2 percent of your bill to HHFB each time you shop. It 

takes just a second, and our ID number is AC012!
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards

Board of Directors:
Chuck Cooksey, Maurice Garnier, Chris Gray, Nancy Kaster, George Huntington, Jessica

 McClellan, Trina Mescher, Robin Mendyka, Adrian Reid, Margie Rice, Kevin Robling, Tom Ruemler, Scott 
Shackleford, Shelia Sines, Pam Van Zant

Staff:
Julio Alonso, Brandon Bartley, Willis Bruce, Jake Bruner, Bradley Drake, Michael Etter, Karina Gutierrez, 

Erin Hollinden, Ryan Jochim, Caleb King, Cory Lamping, Steven Lee, Ben Mescher, Donn Middleton, Casey 
Steury, Dan Taylor, Aubree Thomas, Saleem Tucker, Ashlynn Waldrip, Brad Williams, Carl Woody

If you receive two copies, please pass one on to a friend or notify the Hoosier Hills Food Bank.
If you would like to be removed from our list, your request will be promptly honored.


