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Hoosier Hills Food Bank, Inc.

PO Box 697, Bloomington, Indiana 47402 (812) 334-8374 www.hhfoodbank.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 24, 2018
Contact:  Julio Alonso, 812-334-8374, 812-369-8113 or julio@hhfoodbank.org 

MEDIA PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: Volunteers from Printpak will be at HHFB on Wednesday, August 29th, 1pm-3pm to repack fresh produce for distribution on Farm Fresh Friday.  

FOOD BANK KICKS OFF HUNGER ACTION MONTH WITH 3RD FARM FRESH FRIDAY PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION
 
Hoosier Hills Food Bank is kicking off Hunger Action Month a day early with another Farm Fresh Friday distribution of fresh produce on Friday, August 31st.  The food bank has received another State Giving Grant from the Walmart Foundation in support of More than a Million 3 – the agency’s effort to distribute more than one million pounds of fresh produce for the third year in a row. The $25,000 Walmart Foundation grant will enable the food bank to leverage large produce donations and make small purchases locally, including the continuation of its partnership with Growing Opportunities to obtain fresh greens. 
Friday, from 8:30 am to 3pm, anyone in need is invited to come by the food bank at 2333 West Industrial Park Drive on the west side of Bloomington to receive fresh produce.  Some produce will be sourced from the regional produce cooperative at Gleaners Food Bank in Indianapolis and some is donated locally by Harriman Farms along with the greens purchased from Growing Opportunities, the local partnership of the South Central Community Action Program and Stonebelt. 

Items expected to be available for distribution include: fresh potatoes, sweet potatoes, watermelon, sweet corn, lettuce, apples, tomatoes and peppers.  Due to another large donation from Walmart’s dairy in Fort Wayne, gallons of fresh milk will also be distributed. 

“During Hunger Action Month in September we’re going to be asking the community to support the food bank in several ways and we thought having another Farm Fresh Friday right before that was a great way to demonstrate the value and importance of distributing fresh produce to people who struggle to purchase it,” said HHFB Executive Director and CEO Julio Alonso.  “Last year over 460 people came to this distribution.  There’s a real hunger for fresh, nutritious produce among low-income people and this grant enables us to demonstrate that, and show that we can help meet that demand if we have the support. This is the last year for the state giving grant program, so we need to continue working on other sources of funding for leveraging fresh produce.”
NEW WEBSITE DEBUTS FOR HUNGER ACTION MONTH
On September 1st, HHFB will launch a brand new and improved website at www.hhfoodbank.org as part of its Hunger Action Month efforts.  “It’s a refreshed resource for information on the food bank, our programs and events, and where to find food in our six-county region if you need it,” said HHFB Director of Development and Administration Jake Bruner.  “We’ve been wanting to do this for a while and we were really fortunate to have the support of an intern from the Kelley Institute for Social Impact (KISI) this summer to design and launch the new site. We hope it will be a good resource for clients and donors alike.” Kelley School of Business Information Systems Major Caroline Braun designed the new website for HHFB during a KISI internship this summer.
Other Hunger Action Month activities include the opportunity to support HHFB through the Bloomingfoods Positive Change program.  Shoppers at Bloomingfoods can round up their purchases with the additional funds donated to the food bank. Upland Brewing Company is also supporting the food bank with a Pint Night at a September date to be announced.
HHFB hopes to cap off Hunger Action Month with a huge showing at Hoosier Hysteria on September 29th.  The annual IU basketball event encourages fans to bring a canned food donation and it is one of the food bank’s largest annual food drives.  “Hoosier Hysteria will be our last food drive of the month and we’re hoping for a big one this year, but we’re also hoping that groups and businesses will get in the spirit of Hunger Action Month and hold other food drives for us leading up to it,” said HHFB Food Sourcing Coordinator Brandon Bartley.  People interested in holding a food drive can contact Bartley at nutrition@hhfoodbank.org or 812-334-8374 for supplies and information. 
HHFB saw the biggest distribution month in its 35-year history last month.  Over 566,000 pounds of food were distributed, topping the last record of 507,000 pounds in November 2016.  Through the end of July the food bank has distributed 2,795,902 pounds of food which is up 15.5% over last July.  Working toward the goal of more than a million, fresh produce distribution stands at 690,416 pounds through July, up 18% over 2018. 
 -end-
Hoosier Hills Food Bank collects and distributes about 4 million pounds of food annually to over 100 non-profit agencies in Brown, Lawrence, Orange, Owen, Martin and Monroe counties. HHFB is an equal opportunity employer and provider, federal discrimination complaints can be directed to 201-720-5964.  Approximately 13% of HHFB’s funding comes from federal government sources and approximately 82% of total funding comes from non-governmental sources. Additional information is available at HHFB’s website: www.hhfoodbank.org
